
 Wedding  Car 1930 Dodge DD Six Sedan



 Wedding car with attitude. Large!  White walled tyres. Wooden spokes.






Colour: Exterior -2 -tone-Very dark green with black fenders. Interior - Cream vinyl.






Seats 5 (including driver) comfortably!






This DODGE was built in the first year of the Great Depression. 1930 was also the first year that sliced bread went on
sale in England and frozen foods were sold commercially for the first time, sticky tape was invented (USA) and of more
interest to me, the year Pluto was discovered. In America gasoline cost 10c a gallon and the average house cost just
over $7000 US. The Dodge would have cost you $865.






I purchased her on 22 June 2007 from Jurg Tschepen in Mulnersdrift, Krugersdorp (JHB area) Gauteng province. It all
happened quite quickly ..er.. besides the drive back home that is.


I responded to an ad in the Jhb edition (14th June) of the Junkmail for a 1958 DKW 3=6 Schnellaster which was also
being sold by Jurg. The DKW was a kind of barn find without the ..er ..actual barn. I realized he was also selling the
Dodge, so after seeing a few pics emailed to me I asked Jurg two questions. " Is there any rust?" to which he responded,
"No" and " Will I be able to drive her back to Durban ?" , his response was " Ja... I don't see why not !"  His words seemed
to echo the truth so the decision to purchase was made and the following Friday (22nd) I was driving her home from
Mulnersdrift. Ultimately it was the wooden spoke wheels and white-walled tyres that did it for me.






{mosgoogle centre} 






Dodge is by far the roomiest of the bunch seating 5 adults with fully stretched legs. Pulls strongly in third gear from low
revs with her powerful straight six motor providing 61 HP hauling an "All Steel body" along. She cruises comfortably at 45
m.p.h. Her rear doors are suicide while the front open normally. Her running boards are wide, strong and definitely come
in handy. She sits tall and proud on the road. She is also the darkest in colour of the three cars available for hire. The
MG being white (or very close to) and the Citroen is silver Sometimes it's really just the colour of the car that will help you
decide which will blend in with the colour scheme of your wedding or your own particular dress code for your function.






 





Some technical info:                                                                                                            






Engine: L Head. Six 3.1l (189.8 cu.in.)
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Brake HP: 60 @ 3400 R.P.M.


Electrical equipment : 6V


Wheelbase : 2768mm (109 in.)


Weight : 1200kg (2668 lbs.)


Total Production : 33 432






 






 






 






 






 






 






Click here to view more pics of  1930 Dodge DD Six 






 Left is the Dodge Brothers Assemby Line.                      






For more pics from this digital library please visit our links section and click on MMM
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{slide=Dodge DC 8 Starts a 65 000 mile marathon on 1st July 1930...more}






Dodge Brothers also produced their first 8 cylinder (DC) in 1930.  A randomly selected Dodge Eight started a mileage
marathon on 1st July 1930 and completed a 65 000 mile trans-continental journey in 26 weeks. See advertising brochure
below. The Dodge six had an already proven  "Dependability" and so the "eight" needed to prove itself. 




















And here's another advert






original measures 6.75" x 10"






{/slide} 
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 The Dodge Brothers and Henry Ford: A BRIEF HISTORY by Jacob Smith





When most people think of old cars, the Ford Model T comes to mind. It is little known, however, that the Dodge Brothers
of Detroit, Michigan, are in any ways responsible for Ford&rsquo;s success, which eventually led to their own success in
the automotive industry, and made for the brothers a vast personal fortune.





The Dodge family moved to Detroit, Michigan, in 1886.  One of the sons, Horace, was a gifted mechanic.  Another son,
John, was a skilled financier.  





In 1887, Horace created a dirt-proof ball bearing at his home workbench.  John procured financial backing for a company
to manufacture the first Dodge ehicle, a bicycle featuring the ball bearing.  The bicycle was manufactured under the
Evans & Dodge name in Windsor, Ontario, where they moved in 899.  Windsor is just across the river and U.S.-Canada
border from Detroit.  The bicycle was manufactured in a building leased from their former employer, the Canadian
Typothetac Company.  Modest profits from this venture allowed them to open a machine shop in 1901 (Latham 86).
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Ransom Eli Olds, maker and owner of the Oldsmobile, wanted the best machinists to manufacture his car parts, so in
1902 he contracted with the Dodge Brothers to make transmissions for his curved-dash Oldsmobile (McPherson 4).  The
Dodge Brothers had a small staff, but kept up with demand once production was under way, and later expanded to meet
higher demand (Bathroom Readers, 205).





During the time that the Dodge Brothers were perfecting their machining skills and contracting with companies to make
parts for them, Henry Ford was trying to develop a successful car and car company.  After meeting Henry Ford, the
Dodge Brothers were intrigued by his car and its engine.  They were so impressed by Ford and his proposition that they
risked their business future on a contract with him (McPherson 4). 





Under the terms of the contract with Ford, Dodge would receive all of Ford&rsquo;s assets if Ford went bankrupt, as he
had before in other ventures.  The eason this was included in the contract was because Ford needed money to launch his
car, money that he didn&rsquo;t have.  The Dodge&rsquo;s agreed to give Ford the $7,000 worth of automobile parts and
$3,000 in cash that he needed to launch his car in return for a ten-percent stake in Ford Motor Company.  The brothers
didn&rsquo;t know this, but they would eventually make millions of dollars from that initial investment (Bathroom
Readers&rsquo; 204).





Dodge manufactured every part of the Ford car except for the buckboard wooden seats and the rubber tires.  Dr. E.
Pfennig bought the first Ford for $850.  At the time of the sale, Ford only had left $223.65 in his bank account, and was
almost bankrupt.  However, cash flow went only one direction after that first sale, and that direction was up.  Dodge
received $10,000 in stock dividends the first year.  Ford stock would eventually pay out to them millions more, but for the
time being the Dodge Brothers profited handsomely twice: once by selling Ford the parts he needed to manufacture his
car, and again by owning stock in his prospering company.





In 1914 Henry Ford finished his River Rouge manufacturing plant in Detroit.  Its completion meant that he didn&rsquo;t
need Dodge to manufacture parts for is cars anymore.  Ford offered to lease the Dodges&rsquo; plant and run it himself,
but the Dodge Brothers had other ideas (Bathroom Readers&rsquo; 296).  By excluding Dodge, Henry Ford would only
make his competition even tougher.





The Dodge Brothers knew all of the Model T&rsquo;s weaknesses, so they set out to build their own car to compete with
it.  Dodge suggested several mprovements to the Model T along the way, but Ford refused.  The Dodge car, which
they&rsquo;d build in their own factory, would include all of these mprovements.  They would also use their profit from
their dealings with Ford as well as dividends of the Ford stock they still owned to bankroll the new company (Bathroom
Readers&rsquo; 296).





In 1913, Dodge announced they&rsquo;d stop building Ford cars and would design, build, and sell their own car, and on
July 15, 1914, the Dodge Brothers made their last Ford part (Pitrone, Elwart 56).  The Dodge Brothers name was
synonymous with quality, and the announcement that they would build their car as as important and as great as the
announcement of the Comstock Lode.  The Michigan Manufacturer and Financial Record claimed in August 1914 that the
Dodge Brothers are the two best mechanics in Michigan,&rdquo; and that, &ldquo;to a great extent, the splendid work of
the Dodge Brothers [and] their quality production, has been the silent compelling factor behind the record-breaking sales
of Ford.&rdquo;  (Pitrone, Elwart 64) 





On July 17, 1914, Dodge Brothers was  formed with $5 million in common stock.  Later that year, on November 14, the
first Dodge car rolled off the ssembly line.  It was better than the Model T in every way, but was only $100 more
(Langworth 19). 
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Ford was not happy that the dividends he paid to Dodge were being used to bankroll his competition.  In 1916 he
announced that he would stop paying dividends to all shareholders.  This hurt Henry Ford the most because he owned
51% of the stock in his company, but it hurt Dodge nonetheless because Dodge counted on the money to finance their
company.  The Dodge Brothers sued and got an appropriate $19 million in back dividends (Bathroom Readers&rsquo;
24). 





In a scheme to buy his stock back and avoid paying future dividends to the Dodges, Ford announced in December 1918
that he was retiring from Ford and turning over control to his son, Edsel.  He then left for an extended vacation.  On March
5, 1919, the Los Angeles Examiner broke a story that Ford has organizing another company to build a cheaper, mass-
produced car on a great scale that would sell for $250.  If this was true, it would put the Dodge Brothers out of business. 
Soon after, &ldquo;the Dodge Brothers and other minority shareholders found themselves mysteriously approached in
the following weeks by would-be Ford share purchasers,&rdquo; Robert Lacey wrote (Bathroom Readers&rsquo; 425). 
The Dodges saw through Ford&rsquo;s plan, but decided to sell their stock anyway.  Bidding on each of the 2,000 shares
the Dodges owned started at $7,500.  Dodge persisted and received $12,500 per share.  As they suspected,
Ford&rsquo;s announcement of a new company was false after all (Bathroom Readers&rsquo; 425).





The Dodges received $25 million from the sale of their Ford stock and about $10 million from dividends Ford paid them
from 1903 to 1909.  This all came from their initial investment of $10,000 in parts and cash.  In two decades they built a
$200 million joint venture.  The brothers made so much money from their dealings with Ford that business historians now
consider it the most profitable investment in the history of American commerce (Bathroom Readers&rsquo; 425).





While attending the 1920 New York Auto Show, Horace fell ill with pneumonia.  John rushed to his bedside where he sat
idle for days.  John caught pneumonia almost immediately and died 10 days later.  Horace lingered on for a few more
months and then died (Bathroom Readers&rsquo; 425). 





The brothers&rsquo; wives inherited all of the company but decided not to sell right away.  Its estimated net worth at the
time of the brothers&rsquo; deaths was $60 million.  The wives finally decided to sell the company in 1924, and the Wall
Street firm Dillon, Read, & Co. purchased it for $146 million in 1925.  At the time of the transaction, it was the largest in
history.  Three years later in 1928, Dillon, Read, & Co. sold Dodge to Walter P. Chrysler, the head of Chrysler Corp. for 
$170 million.  This was just in time for the Great Depression, which started after the Great Stock Market Crash in October
1929 (Bathroom Readers&rsquo; 425).  Many automobiles went bankrupt during the depression, but Chrysler was strong,
and survived it.  





Chrysler Corp. and Daimler-Benz merged in 1998 to form DaimlerChrysler, then split up in 2007, but Dodge is still alive
today.





The Dodge Brothers&rsquo; story is unknown to many people even to this day and even to people who are familiar with
Ford and his successful Model T.  The Dodge Brothers were not from a wealthy family, but through hard work, they built a
business empire that is still alive and prospering more than 85 years later, one that survived a depression and two world
wars.  This is the epitome of the American Dream, and shows that success in business isn&rsquo;t necessarily who you
know but what you know and how you apply that knowledge.  The Dodge Brothers and Henry Ford are also a good
example of tweamwork, as they laid the groundwork for the modern car and set the example for the modern car
manufacturer to follow.  The story of the Dodge Brothers is a very worthy inspiration to entrepreneurs the world over, and
should not be overlooked or overshadowed by Ford the way it has been in the past.
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